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Nature Will Always Poke Through the Cracks
What is slashed down eventually rises back, what drowns floats to the surface - the roots
of what lay before us always send coils and leaves through the cracks to remind us how fleeting
we are. In cities characterized by their brownstones, skyscrapers, and narrow busy streets, nature
still has a way of growing through the seams, dying the fabric of the present. Side by side, the
images of the Granary Burying Ground in Boston and Central Park in New York City exhibit this
idea of the natural enveloping the unnatural. The spindly and elongated branches blaze through
the forefront of both photographs, framing the buildings beyond, almost disguising them as trees.
The buildings, though very different in purpose, architectural style, and age, very seamlessly
match the color of the skies beyond. In the image of the Granary Burying Grounds, the Park
Street Church’s spire stands proudly against the dreary gray skies, enforcing the solemn tone of
the photograph. This church overlooks the burial grounds, a seed of historical importance along
the Freedom Trail in Boston. A city so profoundly shaped by history, and the deaths of those who
wrote that history, this burial ground holds within it the essence of Boston and the United States
as a country. Death itself as a phenomenon is as natural as life is, but religion, burial, tombstones,
cobbled streets - are not. It is that juxtaposition that makes this scene, though a metropolitan
scene, seem so natural and familiar to the eye. The photo of Central Park elicits this same
familiarity for different reasons. The skyscrapers of New York are the farthest thing from nature
that one could manufacture; sleek, hard, cold, and rigid. The branches that dominate the
photograph somehow soften these giant buildings, forcing the viewer to see how small and
mundane they truly are. New York City, like Boston, is synonymous with the essence of America
but for different reasons. Though also packed with history, New York City is an emblem of the
future, with trends flourishing on every corner and cement walls caging in ideas, art, and culture.
Central Park is a respite from the honking horns, taxis, and steel, though modernization can
never truly be escaped. It is very easy for us as human beings to think that what we make, what
we think, and what we are is much more important than what makes us and what surrounds us,
that's why we build cities, cemeteries, and skyscrapers. As much as we try and forget the earth
underneath us and the nature around us, green leaves and branches will always poke through the
cracks to remind us that our roots will always be tied to nature.

