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Bustling City 
and the 

Great Outdoors

Although nature has become a slightly more rare occurrence in the world’s most populous cities, there is always at least a 
potted plant sitting on someone’s windowsill, or a small plot on the sidewalk housing a determined tree. As I was walking 
through Boston Common, I began to realize the appeal of preserving these portions of the environment in areas such as 
Boston. Humans are products of nature, so it only makes sense that we feel inclined to gather in vibrant parks on sunny 
spring days to make the most of an otherwise industrial city. I tried to capture this intertwined sense of community and 
environment in the le#most picture. Despite the skyscrapers in the background, there are several families and friends all 
gathered to gaze at the blooming trees and returning wildlife on either side of the bridge. While it is nice to have this 
semblance of community and nature in an all too industrialized world, many might lose sight of, or possibly never 
experience the beauty encompassed in completely unaltered, natural Earth landscapes. Throughout the walking tour, I 
couldn’t help but compare the sparse greenery to the nature I am familiar with back home in Maine. This past October, I 
had the opportunity to climb Mount Katahdin in Baxter State Park, and on the way down I took a picture of my hiking 
buddy taking in the stunning scenery, as depicted in the rightmost image. The image also gives a glimpse of the beautiful 
sweeping forests, lakes, and distant mountains visible thousands of feet below. If nothing else, this picture, along with the 
image of Boston Common, demonstrates the benefits of preserving nature, regardless of where that nature may be. 
Humanity tends to prioritize the expansion of urban areas, but there is an undeniable gorgeousness we all can find in the 
environment that brings us closer together, whether that occurs in the heart of Boston or rural Maine.


