
The Desperate Attempt to Last 

• Memory is unreliable. It fades and like sand, no matter how hard you try or how 
precious the memory, it can slip through your fingers. People have spent centuries trying 
to stop or delay the process of fading memories. From old folktales passed through word 
of mouth to unreadable languages scribbled on cave walls. However, it was 
technological advancements in language, writing, and art that allowed for such 
memories to live on. Statues were one of the first forms of this. Statues were literally an 
engravement of an event or person that the artist wanted to survive longer than a 
lifetime. A statue of George Washington, the first American president, stands mightily at 
an entrance of the Boston Commons. The first photograph captures in amazing lighting 
the heroic spirit that the statue generates in the park. Creativity, the architects placed 
George Washington’s statue directly aligned with the Alexander Hamilton statue. The 
statues are across the street from each other. The two prominent founding fathers were 
set to looking at each other to convey the real-life relationship that Washington and 
Hamilton had. The architects were successfully able to keep the memory of the heroes 
alive and allow their legacy to live on. The memory of Washington as a leader is not 
forgotten when the statue is made to commemorate him. The second photo seems out 
of place next to the sheer importance of the first one, but I chose this picture because it 
was again another form of solidifying a memory. Another the tree, I saw the beauty of 
the park and of Boston as a whole. The way the light shines through the flowers and the 
position of the camera showcase the exact beauty I saw with my own eyes. This was my 
way of making a memory of a delightful day and beautiful nature not slip away. The 
photo makes the experience concrete. Thus, both photographs are not unlike the early 
humans’ desperate attempt at holding on. They display the strive to keep memory in 
their own way.
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