Every Day is Punch a Racist Day in Boston
Boston is a very old, very storied city. It’s been around forever (at least by America’s standards),
and has a lot of quirks about it; the streets are terrible, because they were laid out by cows. The water is
disgusting, because the city was created by throwing trash into it. The people are assholes, because they
were raised by their cranky old Irish and Italian grandparents. There’s a thousand reasons why Boston is
different from every other city in America and the world, but my personal favorite is the city’s tradition of
beating the piss out of racists. It began early, with Massachusetts as a whole and Boston in particular
becoming fast bunkers of abolitionist sentiment; William Lloyd Garrison, one of the most important early
abolitionists in America, established The Liberator in Boston in 1831.[1] It was the Massachusetts Supreme
Court which, in the 1836 case Commonwealth vs Aves, ruled that a slave owner lost their rights to
ownership of a slave that they brought to free territory.[2] Senator Charles Sumner was no exception to this
rule of anti-racism in Boston. He was an outspoken, angry abolitionist, and when that vocal rage of his was
responded to with physical force by another Senator, he chose not to return to the Senate for several years.
In that time, Massachusetts stood with him; the state re-elected him, in his incapacity, as a symbol of
martyrdom and strength in the face of oppression and tyranny. That feeling of collective pride and support
is mirrored in the story of the 54th regiment; they were trained in the Boston area, led by a Boston colonel
(who was the son of abolitionists), and the ranks were bolstered by those recruited by the Boston free black
community. Whether the confrontation is verbal or physical, this town has never shied away from a
confrontation with racists. That tradition of acceptance for others and righteous fury for intolerance is what
makes Boston feel like Boston to me.
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