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“Tradition” is a word that conjures comforting thoughts to the mind-- your Christmas holiday, family stories passed
down from parent to child, cultural beliefs, and identities. Nonetheless, tradition has a dark side and it continues to rear
its head in subtle ways; for instance, in the stereotypes surrounding masculinity and femininity. The picture on the top
displays a statue of Alexander Hamilton, created by William Rimmer in 1865. Hamilton is famed as a founding father of
America and principal architect of the American financial system. As can be seen, his monument instantly demands
attention. A dignified, magnanimous figure protrudes from a platform of dark stone and sharp edges. This figure is
intimidating, distinguished, and demands respect from all that it towers over. While it is not highly regarded for its
physical likeness, it is well known for its subtle homage to Hamilton’s legacy. For instance, the placement of his statue,
facing his mentor and friend George Washington, is a nod to his impact on American history. Hamilton’s monument
sharply contrasts the picture on the bottom, which depicts the Boston Women’s Memorial. Sculpted in 2003 by artist
Meredith Bergmann, it pays deference to three women who are considered historically outstanding: Abigail Adams,
Phyllis Wheatly, and Lucy Stone. Unlike Hamilton’s monument, the Women’s Memorial is round, void of hard edges,
accessible to all, inviting to passersby, and, perhaps the most important distinction, busying themselves modestly in
direct opposition to Hamilton’s intimidating stature. He is beholden to traditionally masculine traits, such as power and
strength. Hamilton appears to be standing upright and proud, ready to accept his praise and celebration, a tradition
deemed “unladylike”. Women were not expected to stand above the masses and experience glory. Instead, they were
supposed to accept their approval quietly and humbly. This likeness was not created accidentally. In her speech upon the
unveiling of the memorial, Bergmann denotes how she saw her commission as “an opportunity to remember the Ladies.
I mean this not only in the sense that renewed attention is being paid to the lives of Abigail Adams, Phillis Wheatley, and
Lucy Stone or to women in general, but in a more homely sense, more like that maternal admonishment ‘remember
your sweater’.” The traditional stereotypes of femininity-- softness, humility, maternity-- can be clearly observed in the
Women’s Monument, just as they are obviously absent from Hamilton’s.

